


U T I L I T Y :  T H E  C U R R E N T

There are Always Risks, but the Job Can be 
Done Safely
Everyday assignments for an IBEW utility worker can in-
volve dangers the average worker would never see once: 
great heights, terrible weather and live wires.

But on-the-job hazards can be handled safely—if we ap-
ply our specialized training with a good dose of common 
sense. 

First, no matter how simple 
a job looks, take the time to 
assess and discuss the hazards 
involved. A 5-10 minute pre-
job brie� ng could mean life or 
death. 

Every member of the crew 
should understand their role 
and the goal. No one should 
be confused about their job if something unexpected 
happens.

If the job involves any kind of excavation, making sure 
underground hazards have been located and properly 
marked is required. 

Once the job is clear to everyone, and potential risks 

identi� ed, tools and equipment should be matched to the 
work, especially clothing and PPE. � en, use all of it fully 
and correctly. 

If you have questions about the su�  ciency of the PPE, 
get an answer before getting to work.

O� en the biggest danger only 
comes from the most experi-
enced and best trained work-
ers: complacency. If you look 
around and think you’ve seen it 
all before, you are setting your-
self up for an accident or worse, 
especially when doing emergen-
cy work.

When the time pressure is 
on and the conditions are challenging, be especially ob-
servant for unknown hazards. Do your best to assess the 
“what if ’s” of every situation and constantly come up with 
plans that allow you to stay safe, no matter what happens. 

Excellence isn’t just keeping the system running, it’s get-
ting everyone home safe. 

When Entergy’s Arkansas Nuclear One plant fell to the lowest rating 

from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the Code of Excellence 
helped the plant return to safety and success.

Chelsea, Mass., Local 1499 and Milwaukee Local 

2150 used the Code of Excellence as a selling 

point to bring overseas business back to the 

U.S. and increased membership along the way.
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